Province with the consent of Gandhiji. This was a
landmark in the reversal of policy both on the part
of the British Government and the Congress. In Nov-
ember 1939 the Congress and the British Government,
had parted company when the Congress ministries
resigned. Now, in .spite of the war, British Govern-
ment offered the hand of friendship to the Congress,,
may be in one-Province, and it had been accepted.
The war against Japan was on, expected to last for
two years more.
It was a matter of great satisfaction. Mass
Civil Disobedience had been unequivocally given up
for the time being. A Congress party was function-
ing in the Central Assembly. A Congress ministry
was administering a province. It was tacitly accepted
that the Congress ministry would carry on the prose-
cution of the war. Six years of war had led Congress-
men to accept what was unacceptable in November
19(39. An adjustment was in progress.
(2)
There was marked difference in the atmosphere..
Bhulabhai's efforts, in spite of doubts entertained in
some quarters, had to some extent lifted the sense of
frustration. At the end of March, Gandhiji emphasised
in his letter to Mr. Bardoloi that a solution must be
found.
At this time Lord Wavell emerged as the central
figure interested in solving the Indian deadlock. He
was not without imagination as was his predecessor
Lord Linlithgow. He spoke little but straightfor-
wardly, and slowly.began to attract a measure of con-
fidence which few Viceroys had done before him.